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My Most Influential Teachers


I have never had a mediocre teacher. Generally, they are either extremely enlightening or an absolute nightmare. Naturally, I hope to be the former when I go on to become a teacher.  A good teacher has to have many traits: humor, intelligence, confidence, etc. However, in my experience, the most influential teachers are so outstanding because they genuinely care about me, love what they do, treat me as their equal, and can easily talk directly to me inside and out of the classroom. 


When a teacher shows that they really care about how I do in their class, it makes me want to do well. I am the type of person who doesn’t put much value in grades, so I tend to let my work slide. Most teachers don’t really care, they just let the grades drop, but the teachers who stand out in my mind do not allow such tomfoolery.  They act as more than just my teacher, but as an extra parent who is sincerely concerned with my future.  This is extremely important for me because while grades aren’t my concern, pleasing others is. I can remember a specific time when I received a C on a paper and I was not phased in the least until my teacher asked me about it, and he was legitimately hurt that I hadn’t really tried on his paper. I felt so bad about it that I redid the whole thing and got an A. I am much more willing to work hard for someone that I know will notice it. 


A teacher cannot be effective unless they love every second of what they do. It is apparent in the way they teach, their enthusiasm for the subject, and even the way they speak to students. If a teacher enjoys teaching, most things will come naturally. When I’m in a class with a teacher that doesn’t like teaching, the class seems a billion times longer than it actually is. When I can tell that the teacher loves their content and their students, then I become interested in the topic as well. The teachers that are most prominently engrained in my memory love their topics to the point where it’s funny to watch them urge kids to be excited about their subject as well.


I still remain in contact with the teachers that have really affected me. Part of the reason for this is that they regard me as an equal and they are interested in the things that I have to say inside and out of the classroom. The teachers who are really outstanding are the ones who level with me and don’t slough me off as just another student. They regard everyone as an individual, and the really good teachers make sure they know something about every single one of their students. It’s a lot to keep straight and it’s a very admirable quality.  One of my teachers would single students out and use them in examples or tease them (not in a mean way, just in a playful way) so as to get every student in the class participating, whether they wanted to or not. This is especially efficient in getting the quieter students to be more a part of the classroom. 


Perhaps the most important thing about my most influential teachers is that they make me feel comfortable coming to them outside of class for whatever purpose.  I have formed relationships with my teachers that I consider to be of equal or more importance than the relationships I have formed with my fellow students. Not only do they motivate me to try hard in school and want to motivate others to do the same, but they have taught me how to be a human being. My favorite teacher and I would talk everyday after school about class and whatever else came up. He was (and is) my most prominent role model and I worked hard to please him in class too. Every teacher that stands out for me has been equally willing to just talk about whatever I felt like talking about. While these relationships may not seem to pertain directly to my teachers’ ability to actually educate, it’s no surprise that I received A’s in all of their classes. 


The best teachers were the ones who are legitimately concerned with my future, in love with their jobs, able to consider me their equal, and speak to me inside and outside of the classroom.  My teachers have been very important in my life; however, some were more important than others. This is because of their ability not only to teach the content in a student friendly way, but to establish relationships with students that will last far beyond the confines of high school. 

