English Language Arts Lesson Plan
Subject: English/Language Arts
Topic: Shel Silverstein/Question Poems
Grade: 8th Grade
Time: 5th Period

Objectives: Students will be able to determine what a question poem looks like and contains, and be able to recreate their own question poems. Students will be able to identify and write their own rhyming couplets. 

IN Academic Standard: 
8.3.1 Determine and articulate the relationship between the purposes and characteristics of different forms of poetry (including ballads, lyrics, couplets, epics, elegies, odes, and sonnets).
8.3.6 Identify significant literary devices, such as metaphor, symbolism, dialect or quotations, and irony, which define a writer's style and use those elements to interpret the work.





TIME					Teacher Activity			Student Activity			Materials
	1:00pm





1:15pm
	Anticipatory Set: 
Teacher reads the poem “What if…” by Shel Silverstein and goes over the questions that student had to answer for homework. 
Teacher introduces some information about Shel Silverstein and shows students a claymation reading of the Shel Silverstein poem, “Jimmy Jett and his TV set” and asks students to think about the theme of the story.

	
Students listen to the poem and share the answers they came up with for homework.


Students listen.



Students watch video clip and write the moral/theme in their journals and share their answers at the appropriate time.

	
“What if…” by Shel Silverstein
Homework sheet (provided)



Informational handout on Shel Silverstein (provided)


Computer, Projector

Journals.

	1:20
	Objective and Purpose: Teacher asks students about the rhyming of the poems and if there is a pattern. Teacher explains what a rhyming couplet is and gives students an activity to practice writing couplets.
	
Students look for rhyming patterns, discover couplets.



Students rearrange the letters in the words Shel Silverstein and use the new words they come up with to make rhyming couplets. Student share rhyming couplets with the class at the appropriate time.
	



Worksheet (provided)

	1:35pm







1:50pm
	Input/Instructional Strategies: Teacher transitions back to question poems and asks students to prepare to write their own question poems. Teacher uses a PowerPoint to display the words, “Why is it that?” students have 90 seconds to write as many questions as they can think of that start with “what if”. Teacher then changes the slide to display the words, “How come?” and then  “why is it that” 
	
Students listen.




Students write as many questions as they can think up and then share them in between the 90 second intervals with the rest of the class. 





	

	2:00pm
	Checking for Understanding (Formative Evaluation): Teacher discusses assignment due for next class, which is to use the material they have written to write a question poem of their own that is 20 questions long. 
	

Students listen to instructions. 
	

Poem assignment sheet (provided)

	2:10
	Closure: Teacher gives the students the rest of the class period to work on their poems and ask any questions they have. 
	Students use the remainder of the time to work on their poems.
	

	
	
	
	



									
			
Guided Practice: Guided practice would be what the students do in class. Students would have the opportunity to write all of the questions in their actual poems in class, where the teacher is present, and they have prompts for how the questions could start. They would also learn that questions don’t have to be thought about to be deep or interesting. What comes off the tops of their heads is interesting as well. Students would also have guided practice with rhyming couplets. The activity gives them a chance to practice while the teacher is present. It also separates answers into couplet sections (see activity) so students see that a couplet is two lines.
Independent Practice: Independent practice would be when the students go home and write a question poem by themselves. They are encouraged to use couplets or repetition, which allows them to practice those devices and find their uses. They also have to remember what a question poem is, what it looks like, and how to make questions meaningful. 
Rationale: The understanding of different types of poems and literary devices is important not only because it is a state standard, but because it gives students new tools in expressing themselves and understanding art. They are able to read and relate to poetry in new ways, and it gives them a chance to express themselves and their insecurities in school. 
	This lesson clearly satisfies the students’ developmental need of self-definition. Students can air questions that have been bothering them and see that many students are just as confused about life as they are. They can ponder these questions and other questions brought up by classmates and come to conclusions about their identities. By having students spend a night coming up with their best questions and writing a poem about them, students are required to think about abstract questions and inevitably they will think about possible answers to those questions as well. 
	The adolescent need of creative expression is also clearly satisfied because students have the opportunity to write a poem about the questions they have in life. They also learn about rhyming couplets, which is another way to convey meaning. Students learn that rhyming couplets give the poem a musical and whimsical feel. This allows them to express that sentiment in their poetry if they feel it. The requirements of the poem are intentionally very open to interpretation so that students will use their creative juices to make something very different from the person next to them. 
	Students will also be fulfilling the need of competence and achievement. After each round of questions, the students get to share their questions. The teacher has a chance to respond to those questions and give the student feedback. People always say there are no stupid questions, so each student will feel accomplished after they share a question. Also, writing a poem is a very sophisticated and intelligent thing. Students will feel very accomplished after they have a piece of art to show their classmates. 
	This lesson also fulfills students’ need for positive social interaction because they will have to learn how to listen to their peers being vulnerable and not be critical or rude. Students will be sharing questions they really care about or are uncomfortable about and by practicing sharing and listening to these questions, students will be better at listening and interacting with their peers problems. 

Teacher Notes on Results of Lesson and Next Steps: Based on the level of understanding I would say that the students grasped the idea of a question poem very well. The questions they came up with were very sophisticated and deep. They are going to create some really good poems. Most of the students grasped the idea of a couplet, though a few were still confused. If I were teaching more lessons in this class I might review what a couplet is in a few days. The next step for the class would be to delve into another genre of poetry and compare the different genres. This is one of the EAG standards, so students will need to be able to tell the difference between different kinds of poems. I would also introduce other literary devices to the students so that they could continue to become better analyzers. I also happen to know that the next thing my teacher is doing with the students is a recitation project where the students have to pick out a poem and recite it for the class or on video. 
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