Standards

8.2.3 Find similarities and differences between texts in the treatment, amount of coverage, or organization of ideas.

8.3.2 Evaluate the structural elements of the plot, such as subplots, parallel episodes, and climax; the plot’s development; and the way in which conflicts are (or are not) addressed and resolved.

8.3.4 Analyze the importance of the setting to the mood, tone, and meaning of the text.

8.3.5 Identify and analyze recurring themes (such as good versus evil) that appear frequently acrosstraditional and contemporary works.

8.3.3 Compare and contrast the motivations and reactions of literary characters from different historical eras confronting either similar situations and conflicts or similar
hypothetical situations.

8.4.1 Discuss ideas for writing, keep a list or notebook of ideas, and use graphic organizers to plan writing.

8.4.6 Use a computer to create documents by using word-processing skills and publishing programs; develop simple databases and spreadsheets to manage information and prepare reports.

8.4.7 Review, evaluate, and revise writing for meaning and clarity.

8.4.8 Edit and proofread one’s own writing, as well as that of others, using an editing
checklist or set of rules, with specific examples of corrections of frequent errors.

8.4.9 Revise writing for word choice; appropriate organization; consistent point of view;
and transitions among paragraphs, passages, and ideas.

8.5.2 Write responses to literature that:
_ demonstrate careful reading and insight into interpretations.
_ connect response to the writer’s techniques and to specific textual references.
_ make supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience.
_ support judgments through references to the text, other works, other authors, or to personal knowledge.

8.5.6 Write using precise word choices to make writing interesting and exact.

8.6.1 Use correct and varied sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex)and sentence openings to present a lively and effective personal style.

8.6.2 Identify and use parallelism (use consistent elements of grammar when compiling a list)in all writing to present items in a series and items juxtaposed for emphasis.

8.6.4 Edit written manuscripts to ensure that correct grammar is used.

8.6.5 Use correct punctuation.

8.6.6 Use correct capitalization.

8.6.7 Use correct spelling conventions.

8.7.10 Deliver narrative (story) presentations, such as biographical or autobiographical
information that:
_ relate a clear incident, event, or situation by using well-chosen details.
_ reveal the significance of the incident, event, or situation.
_ use narrative and descriptive strategies to support the presentation, including relevant
dialogue, specific action, physical description, background description, and comparison
or contrast of characters.

Big Ideas

What is a Utopian/Dystopian society?

How can reading Utopian/Dystopian Literature affect our society?

Is a Utopian Society possible?

What are the dangers/setbacks of Utopian Society?

What are the main components of Utopian Literature?

How do different Utopian works of literature differ from each other?

How does one write a Utopian lit piece?

Ideas of What I’m Going to do

Read: 
The Giver – Lois Lowry
The Lottery – Shirley Jackon, 
Harrison Bergeron – Kurt Vonnegut
V for Vendetta? Hunger Games?
The Pedestrian – Ray Bradbury

· Journal Responses to Each Story- Students reflect on message and themes of story
· Compare and contrast – stories to other stories, and stories to real life with worksheets
· Brainstorm important elements of a utopian society – discuss what makes a society utopian, if it’s possible, what it teaches us, etc etc
· create our own utopia – picture, some sort of diagram/chart, laws, short explanation
· write a story that takes place in the utopia and presents a problem with that utopia
· peer editing-highlight word choice, similes, metaphors, vocab words, etc etc
· present the whole thing to class – peer review sheet
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