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Final Reflection
	 Last week I taught my class a full lesson on Shel Silverstein. I think it went really well. I started the class by going over the homework with the students. The assignment was to read the Shel Silverstein poem “What if?” and respond to some questions. The question dealt with how the students related to the poem and the questions being asked in the poem. This satisfies students’ need for self-definition because they were able to talk about the poem in relation to themselves and discuss questions that they had too. According to Teaching English to Middle and Secondary Students, many students believe that what they think is not what is important about literature, but rather what a critic or the teacher says about literature. The homework assigned asked questions like “when/where do you find yourself asking questions that seem to have no answer?” or “Do you ever find an answer to your questions?”. This lets students know that the important thing to take from the poem is what it means for them personally. It also helps fulfill their need for academic achievement because there really isn’t a right answer to the questions. I asked the students the questions on the worksheet, but it might have been better if I had thought of some probing questions to further students’ thinking. 
	Next I transitioned into some background information about Shel Silverstein. I tried to keep it short and simple. I gave the students a handout that they could read and went over the highlights of Shel Silverstein’s life. I was initially weary of lecturing students, but they needed to have the information and this was the most direct way of doing it. I had a little trouble making a smooth transition because I was nervous and I couldn’t pass out papers and talk at the same time, but I think I did a good job of clearly stating the most important information and not bogging students down with fact they didn’t need to know. 
	After that I showed the students this really cool video of the poem “Jimmy Jet and His TV Set”. It was a Claymation video of the poem. This gave the students some variety in their learning and spiced up the lesson a little bit. It also showed the students how they could do creative things with poetry, helping to fulfill their need of creative expression. I had the students write in their journals about the theme of the poem and then we discussed it as a class. This is helpful for students who may not have understood the theme because their classmates can scaffold them to full understanding. 
	After the video, I needed to teach the students about couplets. I explained to them what a couplet was pretty concisely and clearly, but I forgot to give them examples so when the students actually had to write couplets, some of them were still confused. Students had to use the letters that make up the words Shel Silverstein to come up with a bunch of new words and then use those words to make rhyming couplets. The first part was mostly just for fun, although it does help with reading and spelling. A lot of the students in my class are ESL kids so it is helpful for them to get some practice coming up with words and spelling them correctly. The important part though, was the rhyming couplets. I think this was a good way to teach it because the students had a lot of fun coming up with words and rhymes, so they didn’t even realize they were learning. It also allowed me to go around the class and help students and assess their understanding individually. Like I said before, some of the students didn’t understand because I forgot to give them an example, but as I went around and helped the students, most of them were able to understand it.  This was kind of a mini-lesson before the actual lesson about question poems. According to Teaching English to Middle and Secondary Students, mini-lessons are very effective in teaching skills for writing. There was no need to spend and entire lesson on couplets; it is a pretty simple concept, but by addressing it in a short and fun way, students were able to use this new skill in their poetry.
	The last activity we did in class was a writing prompt that would become fodder for the students’ homework assignment that was to write their own question poem. According to Teaching English to Middle and Secondary Students, it is imperative that students have a prewriting session so that they can develop better thought out paper that has voice. For this reason, I dedicated most of the class to this prewriting session. I had a PowerPoint that asked the students to take 60-90 seconds and write as many questions as they could that began with what if. We then did a few more slides and students wrote questions beginning with how come and why is it that. After each slide we shared the questions that students asked. This is a really cool way for students to express themselves and find their identities. Teaching English to Middle and Secondary Students says that students will write better if they are writing about something that is meaningful to them. By having students write questions about whatever they wanted, they were all able to write about things that interest them. I was really good at responding to each question in a way that every student felt like their answers were important to me, but at one point a student asked, “why is it that guys walk out on their families” and I couldn’t hide my surprise. My cooperating teacher said that it might have made him feel uncomfortable that I reacted that way, so I need to work on that. 
	After the prewriting, the rest of class was dedicated to working on their final copy of the poem. Teaching English to Middle and Secondary Students says that it is important for a teacher to be a facilitator of good writing and not just a grammar nitpicker. I kept this in mind when I went around and helped students with their writing. This way students were not worried about pleasing the teacher with good grammar, but pleasing themselves with their creativity and expression.
	Overall, I think I did a pretty good job. The students were engaged the whole time, and I didn’t have to do any disciplining. My teacher said that I needed to work on not crossing my arms, because students can see that as me not caring, but I think it was mostly because I was nervous and I didn’t know what to do with my hands. I also sometimes was at a loss for words, which slowed things down, a bit. I was really good at making connections with students and explaining things in terms that they would understand. For example, I was explaining what the poet laureate was and I told students it was like the king of all poets. They thought it was funny, but it was also a good simile and the students were able to grasp the concept. 
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