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Course Description and Objectives
In this class, we will:
· Practice reading and writing stories through many different lenses. 
· Strive to understand how these lenses give meaning to the stories we read and write. 
· Work together as a class to discover personal and universal truths in the stories that we read and write. 
· Write with voice, purpose, punctuation, and expressive language. 
· Make connections between literary terms and overarching themes of a story.
· Communicate ideas in a clear, constructive, and enlightening manner. 

Required Supplies
· One notebook
· Some pens and a highlighter
· The book we are currently reading as a class
· YOUR MIND

Miss B’s Objectives and Values

“Brilliance is no great feat if you respect nothing”
 –Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
A large part of this class will be discussion. I expect you to respect your peers, yourself, and me. No matter how smart you are, you need to listen to everyone’s opinion with an open mind, and communicate in a way that is constructive rather than critical. 




“If everyone is thinking alike, then somebody isn’t thinking”
-George S. Patton
I expect each of you to think for yourselves and come up with unique responses to the prompts given in class. Don’t be afraid to disagree with the majority of the class, and don’t be afraid to play the devil’s advocate. We’re looking for different perspectives in this class; I expect you to provide them.

“Enthusiasm is the mother of effort, and without it nothing great was ever achieved”
-Ralph Waldo Emerson
I expect you to put forth your best effort in everything. This class is very flexible. I strive to provide assignments that are flexible, so I expect you to use what interests you to make creative and interesting projects. 

“Ideas are like rabbits. You get a couple and learn how to handle them, and pretty soon you have a dozen”
-John Steinbeck
Trust yourself and trust your ideas. I expect you to generate ideas everyday in my class. Think creatively. Think outside the box. Even if you’re not used to it. If you practice in this class, pretty soon it will come easily to you. 

High School Core Values and Expectations
whatever
Grading Scale
A 95 – 100/ A- 93 – 94/ B+ 91 – 92/ B 86 – 90/ 
B- 84 – 85/ C+ 82 – 83/ C 78 – 80/ C- 77 – 79/
D+ 75 – 76/ D 73 – 74/ D- 70 – 72/ F below 69 

Academic Dishonesty
If you use someone else’s ideas, cite it. Properly. If you steal a paper from your friend and I find out about it, there will be trouble. Check the school handbook. Better yet, just don’t even go down that path. Also, I know the trick about making all the periods and commas a half-size bigger and making your paper a half-page longer because I was in high school not that long ago. Don’t do that. It doesn’t make a difference how long your papers are as long as they are thoughtful and complete. 

Assessment Philosophy
“Remember that failure is an event, not a person” –Zig Ziglar
I don’t want anyone in this class to be afraid of failure. If you are trying your best, you can succeed in this class. Turn in your work on time, turn in quality work, and come talk to me about any problems you might be having. 
· I allow that students re-do any assignment or test for full credit. 
· If you talk to me 24 hours before a due date, and you have a legitimate reason as to why you cannot meet a deadline, I will consider an extension. 
· If you feel that you have received a grade that is not an accurate reflection of your work, please come talk to me, and we’ll figure it out.

Expectation of Students
· Treat your fellow classmates, your teacher, and yourselves with respect.
· Participate in class
· Have an open mind and be able to see through many different perspectives
· Turn in your work on time 
· Put forth your best effort
· Don’t be afraid to fail

Expectation of Teacher
As your teacher, it is my responsibility to give you knowledge, and to show you how to gain knowledge for yourself. You can expect me to:
· Grade assignments as objectively and fairly as possible
· Listen to your ideas and opinions with an open mind
· Always have my door open if you need help or just want to chat
· Show you not only the joys of reading and writing, but the value of these skills in your life outside of the classroom 



Long Term Goals
· Write fiction and non-fiction that has purpose, punctuation, voice, and expressive language
· Read fiction and non-fiction closely and be able to make deeper meaning out of text.
· Read fiction/non-fiction and be able to look at it from different perspectives
· Discuss ideas in a creative, positive, and clear manner.
· Question everything

Big Ideas
· Discovering and conveying personal connections to texts
· Speculating on the authors intentions for the text
· Writing clear and purposeful essays
· Building a complete understanding of the text based on peer, teacher and personal theory
· Finding creative ways to express yourselves

Enduring Understandings
· Reading is more than just schoolwork; it can open our minds to truths we hadn’t yet discovered about ourselves. This is not only valuable; it is also extremely enjoyable if we only let it be.
· There are no “right” answers when discussing and reading literature. Every person’s point of view is equally right and equally valuable. 

Essential Questions
· What is the author trying to tell me in this text?
· How can I relate on a personal level to this text?
· How can my classmate’s opinions and connections to the text help my understanding?
· What universal truths can I pull out of this text?
· How does the specific language in the text enhance the meaning of the text?
· How can I explain myself in a concise and appropriate manner?
· How can I express myself in a way that is personal and innovative?
· How do these texts influence me and who I want to become?
· How do I interact with my teacher and peers in a way that is polite and honest at the same time?
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