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Romeo & Juliet Backwards Map
Long Term Goals
· Write fiction and non-fiction that has purpose, punctuation, voice, and expressive language
· Read fiction and non-fiction closely and be able to make deeper meaning out of text.
· Read fiction/non-fiction and be able to look at it from different perspectives
· Discuss ideas in a creative, positive, and clear manner.
· Question everything
· Develop a rich and colorful vocabulary

Big Ideas
· Discovering and conveying personal connections to texts
· Speculating on the authors intentions for the text
· Writing clear and purposeful essays
· Building a complete understanding of the text based on peer, teacher and personal theory
· Finding creative ways to express yourselves
· Learning and utilizing new vocabulary
· Be able to catalogue events of a text by the order in which they have happened
· Identify characters and understand their motives well enough to be able to guess what they would say
· Facilitate discussion among peers about a text

Enduring Understandings
· Superficialities (such as the name Montague or Capulet) are not as important as what is inside a person
· When killing happens, both sides of the issue are at fault
· Love is a powerful feeling that can make people do stupid things
· Love is powerful enough to make you want to take your life
· Taking sides only generates hate and death; we have to try to understand both sides
Essential Questions
· Why is the name so important to each family?
· Does either side of the family even know what they’re fighting about?
· Why do the characters in Romeo & Juliet get so caught up in primal emotions?
· Do Romeo and Juliet really love each other?
· Why does Juliet feel torn between her family and Romeo?
· What could the families have done differently to protect their children?
· Whose fault is it that Romeo and Juliet die?
·  Was Juliet right to choose death over marriage to Paris?
· What would I do for the boy/girl that I love?
· Could I love someone that my family hated?
· Would I defy my family for a boy/girl
· Were Romeo and Juliet fated to die for their families sake? or did they defy fate?


`Student Activities
1. Background Info/Romeo & Juliet Trailer
Objective: Students will be able to translate Romeo & Juliet into different time periods and express the implications of these different modernizations
Standard: RI 9.7: Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.
Students will have an introduction to the text in the form of a few movie trailers. I will show them the Leonardo DiCaprio/Clare Danes trailer and the trailer for the new Romeo & Juliet. I will then ask students what they know about Romeo & Juliet already without having read it. We will talk about Shakespeare and the way that playwrights make it modern. 
2. Romeo & Juliet different text and media versions
As homework students were asked to research a time period that Romeo & Juliet has been adapted to. Students will have a worksheet that has them draw each character’s costumes, and the set. Then they will have to reflect on how that time period will change the story of Romeo & Juliet and what will remain the same. We will go over a few in class, and then create a venn diagram of the differences between The 1996 trailer and the 2014 trailer. 
3. In-class dramatization
Objective: Students will be able to envision Romeo & Juliet by reading it and acting out the scenes based on directions given in the play. 
We will read Romeo & Juliet in class. I will explain to students that Shakespeare wrote plays, and they weren’t meant to be read as books, so we will read them as if they were plays.  For some scenes I will allow students to just sit and read, but for the important scenes (When Romeo & Juliet meet, the death scene, maybe the Tybalt and Mercutio fight) I will have students walk through the scene. This will make the story much more comprehensible to the students. Also, I will be sure that they have read and been engaged in the reading because if they’re acting out the death of Tybalt, they will be more likely to remember that Tybalt dies. 
4. Cause and Effect
Objective: Students will be able to identify the cause and effect of events in the novel
Standard: RI 9.3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
Students will work in groups to solve the Romeo & Juliet Puzzle. Events will be written on slips of paper and jumbled up in an envelope. Students will work together to put the events in order. When students have done this we will come together as a group and discuss answers. When a discrepancy arises, students will have to defend their decisions by talking about cause and effect. 
5. Character Analysis and Development
Objective: Students will be able to modernize the text and predict what characters would say if they were texting each other in the modern day.
Standard: RL 9.3: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
Students will receive two scenes: one from the beginning of the play and one from the end of the play. They will have to read the scenes and turn them into two text conversations between Romeo and Juliet. When students have completed this task we will regroup and share. Then we will have a discussion about how Romeo and Juliet’s text conversations are different in the different scenes. 

6. Presentation
Objective: Students will be able to express themselves in front of a classroom
Students will be able to identify their theme throughout the play and
 make connections of the theme to their own lives
Standard: SL 9.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
SL 9.5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
SL 9.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Students will have been assigned a group and a theme at the beginning of the unit. They will be encouraged to highlight anytime their theme pops up in the play. The final project for this unit involves a theme based presentation. Students will take the quotes they have been accumulating throughout the unit and make some sort of claim about those quotes/the theme. They must also relate that claim to their own lives. Each students must give a specific example of the theme popping up in their own life.
6. Final
See ECA Final Exam
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