
 

 

 
Faith and LGBTQIA+ Inclusion 

Finding Affirmation Within Faith Communities and Traditions 
 
For some, it may seem like you have to choose between a faith identity and your Queer 
identity. Folks who identify within the LGBTQIA+ communities may feel like a faith identity is 
incompatible with who they are or the community is unsafe. Alternatively, folks who hold 
faith commitments may not see examples within their tradition affirming who they are. This 
resource was put together by The Compass Center and the Interfaith Council at Butler to 
provide examples of faith communities and traditions from various faith traditions that 
affirm and welcome those within the LGTBTQIA+ communities. The resources are not 
comprehensive, but provide examples of communities, online networks, personal stories, 
and intellectual exploration of how people live into the complexity of a fully queer and fully 
faith-filled life. 
 
If you would like further conversation about these topics or an opportunity to learn more 
about affirming faith communities on Butler’s campus or in Indianapolis, please reach out 
to The Compass Center. 
 
General Resources:  

• Faith Resources - Human Rights Campaign (hrc.org) 
• LGBTQ Religious Archives Network 

 
Atheist and Agnostic 

• Queer Disbelief: Why LGBTQ Equality Is an Atheist Issue by Camille Beredjick | Goodreads 
• Reconciliation: Queer, Agnostic, and Indian – Reclamation Magazine 

 
Buddhism: 

• Gay Buddhist Fellowship | Perspectives on the intersection of Buddhism and queer life in 
modern times 

• Stances of Faiths on LGBTQ+ Issues: Buddhism - Human Rights Campaign (hrc.org) 
• Pamela Ayo Yetunde | Oral Histories | LGBTQ Religious Archives Network 
• Welcoming the Rainbow Booklet | Rainbodhi 

 
Christianity:  
LGBTQIA+ Affirming Congregations Near Butler: 

• Fairview Presbyterian Church: Who We Are — Fairview (fairviewindy.org) 
• First Congregational United Church of Christ: Home (fcindy.org) 
• Life Journey Church: LJC Website – LifeJourney Church 
• Meridian Street United Methodist Church: HOME | Meridian Street 
• Northwood Christian Church: Northwood Christian ChurchWelcome — Northwood 

Christian Church (indyncc.org) 
• St. Paul’s Episcopal Church: St. Paul's Indy (stpaulsindy.org) 

LGBTQ Ministry - The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis (indydio.org) 
 

https://www.butler.edu/diversity-equity-inclusion/compass-center/
https://www.hrc.org/resources/faith-resources
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36275661-queer-disbelief
https://reclamationmagazine.com/2019/11/21/reconciliation-queer-agnostic-and-indian/
https://gaybuddhist.org/
https://gaybuddhist.org/
https://www.hrc.org/resources/stances-of-faiths-on-lgbt-issues-buddhism
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/oral-histories/pamela-ayo-yetunde
https://rainbodhi.org/welcoming-the-rainbow-booklet/
https://fairviewindy.org/who-we-are
https://fcindy.org/
https://lifejourneychurch.lifejourney.church/
https://www.meridianstreet.org/
https://www.indyncc.org/welcome-northwood-christian-church-indianapolis
https://www.indyncc.org/welcome-northwood-christian-church-indianapolis
https://www.stpaulsindy.org/
https://indydio.org/lgbtq-ministry/


 

 

 
Resources: 

• 10 Bible Passages That Teach a Christian Perspective on Homosexuality | Sojourners 
• Can You Be Queer and Christian?. Inside the movement of LGBTQ Christian… | by Jonathan 

Parks-Ramage | Medium 
• Faith Resources for Christians - PFLAG 
• Home - theblacktransprayerbook 
• Kelly Brown Douglas’ Book “Sexuality and the Black Church: A Womanist Perspective 
• Noah Mitchell: Black, Gay, & Christian: Creating Affirming Spaces | TED Talk 
• Orthodox and Gay | Helpful links 
• The Orthodox-Catholic Church of America: A Welcoming and Affirming Community    
• QueerTheology.com | Resources for LGBTQ+ Christians and Supporters - Queer Theology 
• Religion and LGBTQ+: Embracing Two Worlds | Vincent Mascarenas | 

TEDxMoreauCatholicHS (youtube.com) 
• Resources - The Reformation Project 

  
Hinduism:  

• GALVA-108 (galva108.org): Gay & Lesbian Vaishnava Association - Information & Support 
for LGBTI Vaishnavas & Hindus 

• HAF Policy Brief: Hindu Teachings Inclusive of LGBT People - Hindu American Foundation 
• Meet the Hindu Priest Officiating L.G.B.T.Q. Weddings - The New York Times (nytimes.com) 
• Shikhandi: the Mahabharata's transgender warrior (hinduamerican.org) 
• Stances of Faiths on LGBTQ+ Issues: Hinduism - Human Rights Campaign (hrc.org) 
• Storytelling: LGBT themes in Hindu mythology | Parenting News - The Indian Express 
• Where we stand on the issues (hinduamerican.org) 

 
Islam:  

• Bangladesh opens mosque for transgender hijra community | In Pictures | Al Jazeera 
• Homosexuality in Islam | Oneworld (oneworld-publications.com) 
• Imam Muhsin Hendricks: Promoting an Inclusive Islam for LGBTQ+ Muslims (youtube.com) 
• Just Me and Allah: A Queer Muslim Photo Project (tumblr.com) 
• ‘I’m hoping there will be more queer imams’ | Global development | The Guardian 
• The MASGD: Muslim Alliance for Sexual and Gender Diversity 
• Queer Jihad: LGBT Muslims on Coming Out, Activism, and the Faith a book by Afdhere Jama 

(bookshop.org) 
• Wellbeing Hub • Hidayah LGBT+ 

  
Judaism:  

• 14 Jews Who Changed Queer History Forever - Hey Alma 
• Faith Resources for Jews - PFLAG 
• Home - JQ International 
• Keshet - For LGBTQ Equality in Jewish Life (keshetonline.org)Queer Jewish Narratives 

(LGBTQIA+ Reads) | Jewish Book Council 
• Mishkan Ga'avah: Where Pride Dwells (English and Hebrew Edition): Eger, Denise L, Eger, 

Rabbi Denise L, Loren, Ostrow 
• TransTorah > Resources 

https://sojo.net/articles/10-bible-passages-teach-christian-perspective-homosexuality
https://medium.com/@jparkram/can-you-be-queer-and-christian-f4530bf5761f
https://medium.com/@jparkram/can-you-be-queer-and-christian-f4530bf5761f
https://pflag.org/resource/faith-resources-for-christians/
https://theblacktransprayerbook.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Sexuality-Black-Church-Womanist-Perspective/dp/1570752427/ref=sr_1_5?crid=25N6RFB09TG4C&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3n2ReVWaIiD5ERzDrgSap2WLp3v9J48WfR-aB2Q4OvTRoGPlmNlQG9zZFGYBUsvFvMO0ZScyR0Iysp1pTJQ7Tr_rtwo7GLk6bP_JjlpI87c36cJY9FM_8_4OaGBdB-rdV0EA98SNzrHEgX7uFp4RzAkrl1l7Ax6Q1aHClbt0LFozq83NMgWgR_nXhOLNRQAL2dNGWubr1Z3riviI90qrhPGLkc6T3BmYtbA5lY2MXEI.jfeNabAhoEqYkPLiOyGY9aXxlMRpWqC063ec-c2HAlE&dib_tag=se&keywords=kelly+brown+douglas&qid=1720033670&sprefix=kelly+brown+douglas%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-5
https://www.ted.com/talks/noah_mitchell_black_gay_christian_creating_affirming_spaces/transcript
https://orthodoxandgay.com/
https://www.orthodoxcatholicchurch.org/
https://www.orthodoxcatholicchurch.org/
https://www.queertheology.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=38Wq6cifcx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=38Wq6cifcx0
https://reformationproject.org/resources/
https://galva108.org/
https://www.hinduamerican.org/press/haf-policy-brief-hindu-teachings-inclusive-lgbt-people
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/23/style/meet-the-hindu-priest-officiating-lgbtq-weddings.html
https://www.hinduamerican.org/blog/shikhandi-the-mahabharatas-transgender-warrior
https://www.hrc.org/resources/stances-of-faiths-on-lgbt-issues-hinduism
https://indianexpress.com/article/parenting/blog/storytelling-lgbt-themes-in-hindu-mythology-5273332/
https://www.hinduamerican.org/issues/#lgbt
https://www.aljazeera.com/amp/gallery/2024/4/5/bangladesh-opens-mosque-for-transgender-hijra-community
https://oneworld-publications.com/work/homosexuality-in-islam/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-AkkhTGgcLA&t=43s
https://queermuslimproject.tumblr.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/oct/19/im-hoping-there-will-be-more-queer-imams
https://www.themasgd.org/
https://bookshop.org/p/books/queer-jihad-lgbt-muslims-on-coming-out-activism-and-the-faith-afdhere-jama/9540389?ean=9780983716167
https://bookshop.org/p/books/queer-jihad-lgbt-muslims-on-coming-out-activism-and-the-faith-afdhere-jama/9540389?ean=9780983716167
https://hidayahlgbt.com/wellbeing/
https://www.heyalma.com/14-jews-who-changed-queer-history-forever/
https://pflag.org/resource/faith-resources-for-jews/
https://jqinternational.org/
https://www.keshetonline.org/
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/books/reading-lists/queer-jewish-narratives-lgbtqia-reads
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/books/reading-lists/queer-jewish-narratives-lgbtqia-reads
https://www.amazon.com/Mishkan-Gaavah-Where-Pride-Dwells/dp/0881233587/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1QVGCZUKM1C0P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Pz5cU84XlkqU974qhs2x6A.V9JjHM_Epq0r3NoUyR2tOn7cQln1150_g6966v64SUc&dib_tag=se&keywords=where+pride+dwells&qid=1720034089&sprefix=where+pride+dw%2Caps%2C104&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mishkan-Gaavah-Where-Pride-Dwells/dp/0881233587/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1QVGCZUKM1C0P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Pz5cU84XlkqU974qhs2x6A.V9JjHM_Epq0r3NoUyR2tOn7cQln1150_g6966v64SUc&dib_tag=se&keywords=where+pride+dwells&qid=1720034089&sprefix=where+pride+dw%2Caps%2C104&sr=8-1
https://www.transtorah.org/resources.html


 

 

 
Sikhism:  

• orinam | LGBTQIA+ Support, Chennai 
• Power of Pride: Queer & Sikh | Logo TV (youtube.com) 
• Sarbat Sikhs 
• Sukhdeep Singh: “I Want To Assure Other Young Queer Sikhs That One Could Be Gay and 

Sikh” (salzburgglobal.org) 
 
Wiccan and Pagan 

• Column: Ten Essential Books for the Queer Pagan - Book Reviews, Culture, Paganism, 
Perspectives, Reviews, Spotlight on Tradition, Witchcraft (wildhunt.org)  

• Queer and Wicca: a contradiction? – The Queerness 
• Sacred Bodies | The Pluralism Project 

 

 

 

 

https://orinam.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=viZqLpdNWMg
https://www.sarbat.net/
https://www.salzburgglobal.org/news/latest-news/article/sukhdeep-singh-i-want-to-assure-other-young-queer-sikhs-that-one-could-be-gay-and-sikh
https://www.salzburgglobal.org/news/latest-news/article/sukhdeep-singh-i-want-to-assure-other-young-queer-sikhs-that-one-could-be-gay-and-sikh
https://wildhunt.org/2021/03/column-ten-essential-books-for-the-queer-pagan.html
https://wildhunt.org/2021/03/column-ten-essential-books-for-the-queer-pagan.html
https://thequeerness.com/2017/03/12/queer-and-wicca-a-contradiction/
https://pluralism.org/sacred-bodies

